
Followers of the Lamb

In the Spirit, John builds conviction, inspires worship and encourages patient endurance.
The apostle John was sent to Patmos as a political prisoner. The Roman authorities
wanted him silenced. But this veteran ambassador of the gospel, who refused to bow
before Caesar, could not be silenced. From his place of banishment, St. John proclaimed
the gospel to the world, not just to first century Asia Minor but to twenty-one centuries of
church history; to every tribe, language, people and nation. This "revelation of Jesus
Christ" is a prison epistle like no other.

The apostle John's purpose in writing was not to stimulate curiosity, but to strengthen
commitment to Christ. He wanted to deepen spirituality, not heighten speculation about
the end times. His purpose was not to add information but to deepen our involvement in
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The apostle John's purpose in writing was not to stimulate curiosity, but to strengthen
commitment to Christ. He wanted to deepen spirituality, not heighten speculation about
the end times. His purpose was not to add information but to deepen our involvement in
God’s Kingdom. He wrote not so much to explain as to engage  He did not write a
manual on the Second Coming; he wrote a manifesto on living faithfully. He's in the
business of preparation, not prediction; discernment, not deciphering.

Most of us are unaccustomed to the medium that John used to communicate “the
testimony of Jesus Christ.” We come expecting the A,B,C's of the end times and he gives
us the fullness and the fury of the praying imagination. We are not ready to engage the
drama of God's salvation history. What we need are prophet-pastors, like John, immersed
in the drama of God's salvation history. We come to the Book of Revelation expecting to
read a manual, a how to book on the end times, or a futuristic epic, with never-before
revealed truths, but instead we are led into a vast array of sounds and images drawn from
the God’s Salvation History. Meaning is not found at the end of an equation, but in the
churning pulsating rhythm of God's salvation history.
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